[A case of chylothorax caused by mesenteric panniculitis].
A 76-year-old female was referred to our hospital for examination of milky pleural effusion. We diagnosed her illness as chylothorax because of the high concentration of triglyceride in the effusion. There was neither obstruction nor damage of the thoracic duct. Systemic evaluation disclosed an abdominal mass in the umbilical region. Fasting with intravenous hyperalimentation followed by pleurodesis with minocycline successfully eliminated the effusion. On the other hand, the abdominal mass was diagnosed as mesenteric panniculitis by open biopsy. Since she also had chylous ascites, the tumor could have obstructed the intestinal lymphatics. Chylothorax was probably caused by damage to collateral lymph circulation.